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SHERIFF EDWARD N. BONNER RELEASES THE FOLLOWING:
The Placer County Sheriff’s Department has teamed up with the Auburn Masonic Lodge to
provide computerized fingerprinting and photos for area children.

The Masons, from Eureka Lodge No. 16, F. and A.M., will work with sheriff’s community services
officers at fairs, school events, or wherever they’re needed to provide the child safety service.
Children, with their parents’ approval, will have their thumbprint and digital photograph
printed onto a card via a computerized system. Children will take the cards home, where they
can be completed with the help of a parent. There’s also a space to attach a hair sample. In
the event that a child is missing, authorities may use the information on the card.

The Mason’s service is free and their computer system does not store information for later use.

“We are very happy to have the Masons on board with us,” said Sgt. Art Thomas of the sheriff’s
Community Services Division. “It’s difficult for us to fingerprint hundreds of children at these
events and their services will help us tremendously.”

John Reddick, chairman of the Mason’s identification program, is equally pleased with the first-
time partnership with local law enforcement.

“We are proud to be affiliated with the Placer County Sheriff’s Department,” he said. “It is a
great way for us to be out in the community together to help protect our children.”

Cutline for courtesy photo:  Auburn Mason’s Ralph Brown, right, and John Reddick, chairman of
the child identification program, prepare to photograph and fingerprint a youngster at a recent
fair. The local service group has teamed with the Placer County Sheriff’s Department and will
attend all area fairs to provide the free service.  

This and other department press releases are available at www.placer.ca.gov/sheriff.




